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The conversation between Dalilla Hermans and Jasmine Malekzadem built on the keynote 

by Maria Ressa. Where Ressa sharply exposed how repression operates today — not only 

through violence, but also through control of information, disinformation, and the undermining 

of democratic institutions — Malekzadem brought in a parallel from Iran and deepened the 

discussion: what does solidarity mean in such a context, and more importantly, what does it 

require from the international community? 

From the Iranian reality, it became clear that resistance persists, but is under extreme 

pressure. At the same time, this confirmed Ressa’s analysis: authoritarian regimes are 

operating in increasingly layered and systematic ways. A key thread throughout the 

conversation was the importance of broad coalitions. The more diverse groups unite, the 

greater the impact of protest. In Iran, however, a free civil society is lacking, which makes the 

role of international solidarity all the more crucial. 

At the same time, Malekzadem made clear that international solidarity is often falling short 

today. Campaigns that raise awareness about human rights are essential for visibility and 

consciousness-raising, but they remain only a first step. Real impact requires concrete 

political and legal action: targeted sanctions, diplomatic pressure, and international justice to 

break the cycle of impunity. 

There is also a clear role for citizens and civil society organizations: not to remain indifferent. 

Solidarity can take the form of peaceful protest, mobilization, support for campaigns, and 

building broad alliances of solidarity, including with diaspora communities. 

Governments, too, bear responsibility. They are expected to go beyond symbolic support and 

actively contribute to the protection of human rights through international cooperation and 

legal mechanisms. 

Finally, Malekzadem warned about the limits of international engagement. Solidarity loses its 

power when it is driven by geopolitical interests rather than the needs of people themselves. 

The core message of the conversation therefore remained clear: there are no camps — only 

people fighting for freedom. And they deserve our support. 


